
GOING GREEN
When it comes to complete compliance with the
regulations issued by the multiple agencies that
oversee pharmaceutical waste management —
including EPA, DOT, states, and DEA — pharmacy
has their work cut out for them. Nonetheless, a
strong effort is currently underway, as 80% of 
facilities predict they will achieve full compliance
with most regulations within the next two years.

Regulatory Requirements

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0

10

20

30

40

50

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Projected Timelines to Regulatory Compliance

EPA/RCRA

State Regulations

DOT

DEA

10 � Going Green � 2008

�DOT regulations are another challenge.
In two years’ time, only 78% predict they
will have achieved full compliance. A 
significant number of facilities (18%) have
yet to develop a compliance plan.

Compliance Plan Development
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�The majority of hospitals have 
developed their regulatory compliance
plans in-house. Among the consultants
being used are PharmEcology, Stericycle,
Environmental Resource Management,
and Environmental Health & Engineering.
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�Full compliance with EPA 
regulations continues to be a 
challenge with only 28% of facilities
reporting complete compliance.
However, much progress is expected
in the near term, as 83% of facilities
predict they will achieve full 
compliance within two years.

�There is a higher comfort level
reported with state regulations as
86% of facilities predict complete
compliance within two years. 

�Facilities report their highest compli-
ance rates with DEA regulations; 90% of
facilities predict they will be completely
compliant within two years. 


